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SPECIAL PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Saturday, March 15, 1937

call to Order: 10:0% A.M. by James Reynolds, Park 3oard Fresident

Commissioners present: Others present:

James Reynolds Trustee Richard Brunot

James Larsen Residents per attached lists
Robert May Daniel Yee, SUBURBAN LIFE Reporter
Nancy Lynch Karen Chadra, DOINGS Reporter
Richard Garay Craig Himmelmana, Superintendent

Kay Schuetz, Secretary

Commissioner Reynolds called the meeting to order at 10:05 A.M., introduced Park
Board Commissioners to the residents, and introduced Commissioner Larsen who
would chair the meeting.

Commissioner Larsen advised that he is presently developing a Master Plan for the
Park District, in the process of which he is obtaining input from focus groups
and Village residents to discuss specific agenda items. The two meetings today
(one at 10:00 A.M. and cne at noon) are our second public meetings to obtain
community input. He added that it is our intention to redefine our focus every
3-5 years so that we knov where the parks are going and make every effort to
provide for long-term financial planning for the Park District. We are involved
in the Master Plan at this time so that we can apply for a grant. While a grant
applicaticon does not guarantee results, it is agreed that it is an effort worth
pursuing.

Types of Parks

Commissioner Larsen advised that each of the Western Springs parks fits into one
of the following categcries:

1. Community Parks - 30-50 acres in size which serve entire community
(Spring Rock Park is in this category):;

2. Neighborheood Parks - 5-10 acres and within 1/2 mile radius of users'
homes:

3. School Parks - vwhich are adjacent to schools and serve dual functions.
They serve as secondary community/neighborhood parks.
4. Tot Lots or Mini Parks - 1 acre in size, or letcs.

It was agreed that we want a 1long term focus for our parks and that the
preference is for multi-use units which can be used ky everyone, from children
to seniors, and be able to support all neighborhood activities. He added that

our parks are also water detention areas and are used to retain large guantities
of water so residents' basements are not flooded.

Long Term List

Commissioner Larsen discussed the wish list (obtained from focus group meetings)
for the Park District, a copy of which is attached hereto and becomes a part of
these minutes, and requested that before they leave todsy the attendees
prioritize their preferences, or add items not inciuded, on their copy of the
list and leave it with him at the end of the meeting. This list, as well as
ideas suggested today, will give us ideas and guide us in our thought process.
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Special Park Board Meeting Minutes
saturday., March 15, 1997
Page Two

The list of suggestions collected from today's meeting will be found on pages
S and 6 of these minutes.

Park District Finances

Residents were directed to another handout entitled “"Per Capita Total Tax Levy"
which indicates that, even when normalizing Park and Recreation dollars, the
Western Springs Park District is still 28th out of 30 villages in receipts, with
Deerfield at $148 and Western Springs at $4B.00 per capita. Discussion followed
on ways to improve funding, presently as follows:

. Taxation {provides 30% of Park District funds)

Donations

Grants (for which you must have money up front)

User fees (picnic permits, Recreation Department fees, etc.)
. Impact fees (cash in ileu of land)

[ B - UY I o
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Residents were requested to write down any ideas they might have regarding long
term development of the parks as well as any sugdgestions they might have to
increase funding. One suggestion made was that the Park Board make it known that
trees and benches may be donated to the parks as memorials. Another resident
suggested vorporate sponsorship, whereby a field could be named after a
store/company which donated the funds, as well as possible funds through 501-C-3
Donations.

Discussion then folliowed on specific parks:

NORTHWEST PARK: Additional £ill would be needed if this w2re to be a multi-use
park. Commissioner Larsen also suggested that a low fence near the

playground might prove a welcome addition in that area. It was agreed that this
is probably the second busiest park for soccer use in spring and fall.

LAIDLAW PARK: Laidlaw School is adjacent to this park, which makes this a dual
use area. There is a low as well as a wet area in this park and we have budgeted
money for a small asphalt pad to mitigate mudholes for the children going into
the school. It was suggested that any nevw equipment be lccated in the center

of the park. Engineering work will be needed to determine how to obtain

maximum use of this park.

NORTHEAST PARK: This park contains some o0ld eguipment which must be retired. It
also has a tennis court which, since it is not heavily used, might qualify as a
future roller blading/multi-use court. This park has a large low section that
serves as a water detention area.

FIELD PARK: A more passive activity area is planned for <he eastern portion of
this park, perhaps a picnic area. It is felt that this would serve the

community well. There has als0 been discussion by the Village and School Board
about the possibility of a cul-de-sac¢ on Ellington Avenue, which would enhance
the area. It was further agreed that there are water concerns in this area which
must be considered.
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VETERANS PARK: This is a well laid out park, with checkers, drinking fountain,
climbing equipment and adequate parking. It is considered a tot lot sized park
and just needs some additional shrubs planted in the area.

The following parks south of the tracks were discussed at the noon meeting:

SPRINGDALE PARK: This is the park where we recently acquired a 200 x 250 foot
corner piece, on which improvements have already been made. We have built a new
softball field in addition to the one we already had there. A low fence has been
erected and 6 x 8 posts are planned, camouflaged by low shrabbery and

plantings of smaller trees which will protect the users from Wolf Road traffic.
This park has a mature grove of trees which will provide a setting for a picnic
area. It also boasts a newly renovated washroomn.

RIDGE ACRES PARK: This is a two acre park which has an open area which might be
best for younger T-ball or "K" level soccer. It also has a tall swing which is a
candidate for removal., This park has one of the tennis courts which children
have used for roller blading.

FOREST HILLS PARK: This is another school park and we own property on three
sides of the school. Some engineering vwork is required on this park so that
better use can be made of the entire area. The playing surface is scheduled for
improvements this year. It has been suggested that we work with School District
101 and establish a multi-use area which would include roller blading. This
must be resolved between the Park Board and the School District as consideration
must be given to parking for teachers and drop off as well as parking for
community events.

RIDGEWOOD PARK: This is a good neighborhocod park which serves the local
residents well. There is an asphalt path curving through the park which
residents would like to see extended completely around the facility. There is
also a potential for relocating a baseball field which would cpen up an area for
soccer or a football field. A small T-ball practice area has also been
recommended.

CLARK PARK: This is the most recently acquired property. Some of the eguipment
located therecn will be going to the new Recreation Center: the rest is not up

to our standards and will be phased out. With a total of 9/10 of an acre, this
is a tot lot or mini park. Because of its limited size it will not provide an
area for a lot of playing field activity. It is our opinion that the residents
who will utilize this park should provide input on what they would like to

see there. A final decision cannot be made until a determination is made on what
will become of Clark School, which sits on the lots adjacent to the park.

Commissioner Larsen advised that we had now covered all of the parks and welcomed
comments from those in attendance. As mentioned above, these comments are on
pages 5 and 6 of these minutes. Residents were also reguested to f£fill out and
turn over to the Commissioner their prioritized preferences on the "wish 1ist"
which had been given to them when they entered the room.
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One resident congratulated the Board on their efforts in this matter and
Commissioner Larsen promised to keep everyone informed of cur direction in this

matter of park improvements.

The 10:00 A.M. meeting was adjourned at 11:50 A.M. and the noon meeting was
adjourned at 1:15 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

oy At

Secretary
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SUGGESTIONS PRCVIDED BY RESIDENTS

General Comments:

Open space is also needed. Not all parks must be used for activities.

Could we request funds for maintenance of parks which are used for
multi-community activities, such as AYSO and Little League. It was agreed that
700 Western Springs children are in AYSO and it is supported by all communities
involved.

Agreed that we should support Beale's letter regarding drainage of parks.
Agreed that we must maintain acreage we have and increase usage where possible.

Special needs friendly equipment usually reguires more space. Money is available
for this. Our space issues will be changed when we consider what will be needed
for such eguipment. Make parks accessible for all.

Provide an overlay map so that residents can suggest what: to put in parks on said
overlay -- tennis courts, basketball courts, etc. It might give residents a
sense of direction. Agreed that this could cause conflict as people came up with
different ideas.

One resident noticed that absorbent material under swings and slides is gone and

suggested that employees of Park District should be raking back some wood chips
into such areas. He has noticed this deficiency in most of the parks.

Corporate sponsorship suggested -- provide signs saying that such and such a
field has been sponsored by one of the Village businesses.

Provide better communication between Park Board and residents., Suggested a
column in TOWER TOPICS where Board could blow its horn and let residents know on
a bi-monthly basis what they are accomplishing.

Could residents be polled on how they feel about a tax increase, particularly in
view of the fact that Western Springs is very close to the bottom of what they
receive from local taxes.

Resident suggested a designated area for dogs in some parks.

Publicize fact that people can donate trees and benches for parks.

LAIDLAW PARK: Resident suggested that the "forested® area of this park could be

a picnic area. Commissioner Larsen advised that he likes to consider gquadrants
of the parks and create balance. Considered this g very good idea.

NORTHWEST PARK: Resident wondered about a sidewalk to west side of the park.

very
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NORTHEAST PARK: Because this is a tot lot, resident would not like to see
skate boarding here. Leave this area for toddlers.

Resident sees very little tennis playing here. HNot much vsed for tennis.
Resident said single courts are not much used. They are for overflow crowds,

FIELD PARK: Residents supported idea of cul-de-sac in this area. Also suggested
extending school parking lot so that park users could also park there.

Resident wondered if street could be closed off during games as a safety
measure. Agreed that having to park a block away would be better than an injured
child.

Resident guestioned possibility of making T-ball fields available closer to home
for convenience of parents. Commissioner Larsen agreed, though this is not
possible in all parks because of drainage.

FOREST HILLS PARK: Resident agreed that this is a "wet" park and suggested
we co-develop as larger tennis/roller blading area with Schoel District 101.



SPECIAL PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Monday, April 7, 1997

Call to Order: 7:08 P.M., by James Reynolds, Park Board President

Commissioners present: Others present:

James Reynolds Trustee Richard Brunot

James Larsen Residents per attached list

Robert May Ken Sitkowski, Commissioner-to-he
Nancy Lynch Daniel Yee, SUBURBAN LIFE Reporter
Richard Garay Craig Himmelmann, Superintendent

Kay Schuetz, Secretary

Purpose of Meeting

Commissioner Reynolds introduced Board members to the attendants and then
introduced Commissioner Larsen who would chair the meeting., He stated that we
are in the process of developing a Master Plan for the Park District in which it
is our intention to recefine our focus every 3-5 years so that we know where the
parks are going and make every effort to provide for long-term financial
planning for the District as well. A secondary reason for the Master Plan at
this time is so that we can apply for a grant to fund some hoped-for upcoming
projects. He advised that we have met with several focus groups and also with
residents to develop a wish list of items we could use to improve our parks and
are encouraged by the information we have received from these efforts, This
summer we are planning to do a Village-wide survey requesting information from
all residents regarding their visions of what our parks should provide.

The purpose of this meeting was to specifically discuss possible improvements to
Spring Rock Park. The public meetings previously held on March 15, 1997, were
to discuss possible improvements at the ten satellite parks.

Commissioner Larsen then reviewed with residents the handouts which had bheen
provided to those in attendance -- how Park District funds have been spent over
the past ten years, the types of parks we have in the Village, and the per
capita tax levy for Villages comparable to Western Springs which shows that
Deerfield has a total yearly per capita tax levy of $148 as against $48 for
Western Springs. He added that on a national scale it is recommended that a
Village provide 10 acres of park land per 1,000 residen:s. Our Village has a
total of B4 acres. It is our plan to make our parks usable for everyone, from
small children to seniors, to support neighborhood activities and make the parks
a focal point for the community and alsc to provide for future flexibility.

Terrajn in Spring Rock Park

Commissioner Larsen advised that the western portion of Spring Rock Park is a
peat bog, which had been determined when the possibility of building new tennis
courts in that area was discussed. The long term solution would be footings
such as are under the water tovwer, but the cost would be high in that the
sub-so0il conditions in the area are so poor. The condition of the land in that
area is also the reason why natural ice skating (i.e., simply freezing water on
top of frozen top s0il} is no longer possible there

It was pointed out that our Little League fields in other areas of Spring Rock
Park are very heavily used, though none of the fields is in excellent shape
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because of poor drainage. Ideally the western half of the park should bhe
re-sculped and proper drainage provided so that fields could be used the day
after a rain, which is not now the case. Were we to re-sculp the area we would
have to consider water management as well as available water supply to maintain
the turf. This would all fall into the infrastructure area and would be a long
term investment and very costly. It is our plan to seek ajdvice from some profes-
sional planners in the near future to determine the best route to take in this
park.

The meeting was then opened to questions from the floor.

RESIDENT: Walking of animals is not permitted in parks. Has this matter ever
been discussed? Could a dog running area be provided in Spring Rock Park? To
whom should this issue be addressed?

Commissioner Reynolds advised that the prohibition of dogs running loose in the
village is a Village ordinance and he agreed to research its origin. It was
agreed that if a dog run was requested by a significant number of residents, it
could be considered by the Park Board.

RESTDENT: Has the Park District consulted with any engineers? Who determines
what can be done in any particular part of the park?

We have not consulted with engineers to this date, thoughl it was agreed that
professional planners are costly and a professional presentation would be
expensive. We realize that this will have to be done as we move toward making
decisions on what can be put where.

RESIDENT: Have you had a chance to map out ideas of where some of the things on
the list could be located?

Looking at a map of Spring Rock Park, Commissioner Larsen stated that we would
not plan to make any changes in the upper right hand corner of the park, which
ig where the garage, playground and tennis courts are lccated and where there
are many trees. He added that other areas are open for suggestion.

RESIDENT: How about access to Spring Rock Park from areas north of the tracks?

Commissioner Reynolds agreed that it is hard for residents north of the tracks
to access the park if they want to use the pedestrian crossing. He added that
we have long dreamed of a means of allowing pedestrians and cyclists to enter
the park via another route and that we have recently filed a Federal Grant
Application to allow for the boring of a tunnel under the tracks in the area of
the park. Results on this application remain to be seen.

RESIDENT: Is the purpose of this meeting to see what we would like and then try
to decide how to get meore money from the villagers?

Commissioner Larsen stated that short term we want to ask the people in
Springfield to approve our grant application, which would do a worid of good.

It was agreed that we need to communicate with the public on our needs and come
up with ideas for increasing our funding.



0
'
i
o

Special Park Board Meeting .
April 7, 1997
Page Three

RESIDENT: Have you thought of the process you would follow in order to get
people on the bandwagon? Would you come up with a plan and pursue what you
could afford? Would you work on things piecemeal?

Commissioner Larsen advised that we need engineering studies so Wwe know more
about the topography of the park. We would then develop a 3ite plan for the
uses we anticipate and determine whether what we envision is practical.

RESIDENT: Suggested that one of the ways the Board could work at the process
would be to determine which part of the park is under-utilized. Suggested
rearranging fields on Central and 47th Street corner to get more use out of it.

Commissioner Reynolds advised that there was a spring in that area, which had
given the park its name. Any plan in that area must be well thought out,
inasmuch as there is a big water management consideration there. When working
in that area we may have to relocate players for a year oOr So.

RESIDENT: What is your time frame?

commissioner Larsen advised that we hope to have the master plan and grant
application ready by June. We will learn in November whether the grant is
approved and would plan toc then start some engineering studies. We know we want
to go to good playing fields and multi-use parks. The grant would be the answer
to many of our problems.

RESIDENT: Does the Park District have the necessary $200,00 available to
complete the project if the $200,000 grant were approved?

Commissioner Reynolds said we have some cash reserves and he thinks we can come
up With what will be needed on a joint venture. He agreed that we will need
donations before we can fund the projects contemplated by the grant.

RESIDENT: 1In-line skating and rollerblading are on the upswing and he would
like to see something in one of our parks for that. Is this a possibility?

Commissioner Larsen stated that there has been discussion about approaching the
Forest Preserve and trying to obtain usage of a piece of land that might be

used for an in-line/rollerblading/ice skating area which would include Western
Springs, LaGrange and LaGrange Park. It is still in the talking stage but

would be supported by about 40,000 people. It would be a community-type

concept and would involve cooling coils in cement which would provide for roller
blading in the summer and ice skating in the winter.

RESIDENT: When is the Village-wide survey being sent out?

Commissioner Larsen advised it would be mailed out in the fall.
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RESIDENT: He has a concern about foothall, They now have six teams and 100
young people involved. What do we do with these football enthusiasts. Do we
fund out of their organizations? Softball players do not need the best fields.
What do we do for short term needs?

Commissioner Reynolds said we are talking about creating new fields and perhaps
arranging so that we can get more out of what we already have. We recognize
that everyone is at the breaking point. We think we can improve things well
over a two year period.

RESIDENT: We do not have the time to wait years for better fields. Let's try
to use what we have.

Commissioner Larsen said he would look to look at the areas we are not using and
see what we can do with them to make them so.

RESIDENT: Can we keep the cost down by using someone's bulldozer? Can we do
some things as a community project?

Commissioner Larsen agreed we can do things with volunteers.

RESIDENT: What would be necessary to do to get lighted fields?

Commissioner Larsen did not think this would he a probl;m.

RESIDENT: Regarding safety, he wondered about fast cars in the vicinity of
47th and Central and kids crossing the street during games. He wondered if a

stop sign could be erected half-way down the street to siow down cars.

It was agreed this is a Village concern and should be addressed to the
Transportation and Safety Committee,.

RESIDENT: What about the water that collects at the corner of 47th and Central?

It was agreed that this was a Village concern also but that they had put in a
new drain recently but the water still collects there.

RESIDENT: If we had plans in place, could we start working as soon as possible?

Commissioner Reynolds advised that engineering would not be started until we had
the grant .. and added that the grant is not a slam-dunk, it's a long shot.

The Commissioners thanked the residents for their attendance and cooperation and
adjourned the meeting at 9:15 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Z{/aﬁ A2

Secretary
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February 24, 1997

Mr. Jim Reynolds
Western Springs, Park Board

Dear Jim:
As you requested at our small-group meeting on February 8, I'm providing you with our

Region 300 AYSO information on soccer in Western Springs. These numbers do not include the
teams that play traveling soccer, who are not affiliated with us.

Program Enrollment History: 1994-1997
1994 1,686 60% boys, 40% girls
1995 2,014 60% boys, 403 girls
1996 2,245 59% boys, 41% girls
1997 2,346 59% boys, 41% girls

AYSO uses virtually all the green space areas in Western Springs' parks and schools for
our practices, Monday through Friday. We use five fields (six, if the Spring Rock Tollway field is
usable) for our games on Saturday. Western Springs enrolls 38% of our program's current 2346
players, and provides about 35% of our playing fields for our game schedule, and about 33% of
our practice fields in the basic four-village area {Western Springs, LaGrange, LaGrange Park,
Brookfield) that we serve.

We purposely limited advertising our program in 1996, 1997, because we didn't have the
playing fields, especially 100-yard, full-sized ones, to accommodate our growth rate; 20% in
1995, 11% in 1996. OQur region's growth ranks us among the top programs in AYSO's 1400 re-
gions, nationwide, but we have reached "saturation" of the plaving space available, and cannot
continue adding more players, unless Western Springs can provide additional green space. The
other villages in our region simply have no spaces to develop, so AYSO really needs the Tollway
Field and some future full-sized field to be developed in Spring Rock Park, both for game use, as
well as to allow us to let some fields lie fallow, and "heal" on a rotating basis.
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This problem is actually a regional issue, since in an 18-24 month cycle, all the players in
AYSO will play in all the community's parks of our region: Western Springs, LaGrange, La-
Grange Park, Brookfield, Countryside. .

The Board members of AYSO join with the leaders of our baseball, football, tennis and
other outdoor sports leagues in volunteering whatever support we can to the Western Springs
Park Board's efforts to obtain an OSLAD grant to help develop Spring Rock Park, and to help
define the village's park needs for a twenty-year plan. Our focus-group meeting of February 8
convinced me that the youth sports groups in town have a strong bond in desiring to provide for
the current of future needs of our children to recreate outdoors. Please ask for and count on our
cooperation as the Park Board tackles the huge task of meeting the challenge of developing the

community's green spaces.

Sincerely,

fogh Fobece

Hugh Ingrasci
Regional Commissioner
AYSO Region 300
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Western Springs luninr Foothall Association

4246 Howard Avenue ~ Western Springs, Il 60558
Phone 708-245-1419

March 6, 1997

Western Springs Park District
P.O. Box 35
Western Springs, IL 60558

Dear Mr. Reynolds,

It was a pleasure to meet with you in February to informally discuss the future development of
playing fields in Western Springs. As you are aware, we as a comrunity seem to be “bursting at
the seams” with regard to useful practice and game fields for all organized sports groups. This is
why we are so interested in developing the currently unusable areas of Springrock Park into
multi-use playing fields. With this in mind, 1 would like to give you some specifics of my
organization, Western Springs Junior Football Association.

WSJFA will be three years old this season. Our first year, 46 boys played on two teams. Our
second year, 102 boys on six teams participated.” Although we open our registration to all Lyons
Township families, 60% are from Western Springs. With the success of our first two years and
excellent feedback from our players and their parents we expect to grow to approximately 150

participants and eight teams. If the percentages hold true, 90 boys will be from Western Springs.

We currently share a game field with AYSO in Springrock Park, the only park capable of
providing a full size field. We practice on the C level baseball field and the area just west of the
back parking lot. Last year this suited us, but this year with eight projected teams, we must
expand our practice space. Soccer continues to grow and we have yet to feel the full effects of
the mini baby boom of recent years. These factors will continue to increase the demand of our
youth for areas to practice and play. Accordingly, this issue requires immediate attention.
WSJIFA will do all we can to assist the park district in these endeavors.

Thank you again for your time. Ihope together we can give our children the facilities they need
and deserve.

Regards,

Western Springs Junior Football Association

A >t

Tim Gavlin
President



