06/19/97

Western Springs Park District
Open Space Master Plan

WESTERN SPRINGS PARK DISTRICT
OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN
CHAPTER I
INVENTORY




Western Springs Park District
Open Space Master Plan

I. A; E TING PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES
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CLASSIFICATION: SCHOOL

PLAYGROUND:
COMPOSITE PLAY STRUCTURE:
PRESCHOOL
5TO 12 YR OLDS
SWINGS (NO, OF SEATS): _ _
INFANT SEAT 2 4
STRAP SEAT 6 4
TIRE SWINGS *2 1
RIGID CLIMBERS 2
HORIZONTAL LADDER 1
SPRING ROCKING EQUIPMENT 1 3 4 1 6 15
CHIN UP BARS/TURNING BARS 2 1 1 5
SLIDES *2
MERRY-GO-ROUNDAWHIRLS
SANDBOXES/SAND AREAS
LEARNING WALL *2
BACKHOE DIGGER
ATHLETIC FACILITIES: i B
FULL SZ. SOCCER/FOOTBALL FIELD 1 1
SMALL SOCCER FIELDS *1 w 121 172 3/4| 3/4 112 3/4

N =0l
—
o

LITTLE LEAGUE FIELDS 60 FT 1 1 q
FULL SIZE LEAGUE FIELDS 90 FT. 1
SOFTBALL FIELD-IMPROVED 2 2

SOFTBALL FIELD-UNIMPROVED 1 1 1 1 2 2

BASKETBALL RIMS 4 2 2 4 3

-

TENNIS COURTS 1 1 2 1 1 2 3 7

SAND VOLLEYBALL COURT 1

HORSESHOE COURTS

MULTI-PURPOSE PLAY AREA

2
3
6
1
4
8
BASKETBALL COURT 1 1 i 4
5
5
1
2
0
0

IN-LINE SKATING
PASSIVE RECREATION:
BENCHES 5

16| 51

N[ A
3%

TABLES 2 1
FOUNTAIN 1

[\%]
ENENFRIN

PICNIC SHELTER

WASHROOM W/ PLUMBING

VWALKING PATHE (LISTED IN # OF FEET) 200 400 275 1500} 2375

OTHER: CHESS

*f LISTED AS 1/2, 3/4
*2 CAN BE A PART OF COMPOSITE PLAY STRUCTURE

*3 WITH LIGHTING

Q DEPENDS ON DRY CONDITIONS ‘/
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Park Descriptions, Unique Features

Tot Lot
Each tot lot map is identified by its ¥ mile dark shaded service area
since ali parks have tot lot functions each park shows its tot lot service

area.

a. CLARK (Recreation Center Site) Tot Lot

Size: .9 Acres

Location: Ridge Acres Neighborhood
Southern boundary - Residences
East boundary — Howard Avenue

West boundary — Clark Recreation Center (School Dist
101)

North boundary — 46™ Street

Unique Features

The Clark site is a small tot lot that had been utilized as a playground

- for the former Clark Recreation Center. A small portion of its western

edge is part of the parking lot from the recrzation center.
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Facilities

A softball field and a playground are on this site. The playground

equipment is not in compliance with N.P.R A. standards and is
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destined for removal and probable replacement.
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b. VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK (Tot Lot)

Size: 1.2 Acres

Location: Old Town North Neighborhood
Southern boundary - Grand Avenue Community Center
Eastern boundary — Lawn Avenue
Western boundary — Grand Avenue

Northern boundary — Residences

Unique Features

Veterans Park is a tot lot that enhances the Grand Avenue Community

Center where there is an active preschool program.

Facilities

Veterans Park is served by a cement path, a checkers bench, a
piayground and a water fountain. The park serves as an effective

buffer between the large historic building south of it and the residential
neighborhood to the north.
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c.  RIDGE ACRES PARK (Tot Lot)

Size: 2.1 Acres

Location: Ridge Acres Neighborhood
Southern boundary — Alley, north of 47™ Street
Eastern boundary — Residences
Western boundary — Harvey Avenue

Northern boundary — Residences south of 46" Street

Unique Features

Ridge Acres Park has a mature stand of perimeter trees. The southern
portion is roughly a one acre plateau slightly higher than the north.
The Ridge Acres elevation has kept this park relatively free of standing

water.

Facilities

The southern plateau has a softball field/K level soccer field. 1n the
northern half is a playground, a brick pavilion and a single tennis court.

“ A water fountain lies on the west border.
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NORTHEAST PARK (Tot Lot)

Size: 2.1 Acres

Location: Field Park Neighborhood
Southern boundary — 39" Street
Eastern boundary —- Buildings
Western boundary - Clausen Avenue

Northern boundary — Ogden Avenue

Unigue Features

Northeast Park is @ wedge shaped park with the majority of the wider
part of the wedge significantly below grade from the surrounding
neighborhood.

Facilities

A single tennis court as well as a playground are located on the

eastern portion of the park. A tail chain link fence runs along the
northern, Ogden Avenue, border.
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School

School Park maps are shown by their yellow shaded area. These service
areas are considered haited by major streets, railroad tracks, or highways

even though a school’s service area may extend beyond these areas.

a. LAIDLAW PARK (School Park)

Size: 4.1 Acres

Location: 0Old Town North Neighborhood
Southern boundary — Chestnut Street & Residences
Eastern boundary — Forest Avenue
Western boundary — Hampton Avenue

Northern boundary — Maple Street

Unique Features

Laidlaw Park lies just south of Laidlaw School, across Maple Street. |t
is an "L" shaped park which mostly supports school activities on the
northern end and has two tennis courts on the southern half. The far

southern section also detains water in times of very heavy rains.

Facilities

Laidlaw Park has a playground area in the northeast section. It has a
softballfsoccer area in the northwest section. The west section holds
the two tennis courts while the far southern section has a mature grove

of trees.
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b. FOREST HILLS PARK (School Park)

Size: 6.9 Acres

Location: Forest Hills Neighborhood
Southern boundary — 51% Street
Eastern boundary — Central Avenue
Western boundary — Fair Elms Avenue

Northern boundary — Residences

Unique Features

Forest Hills Park occupies a “C” shaped section on the north, west,
and south sides of Forest Hills School. A large sewer cover in the
northern section and a one acre loosely graveled area used as a

parking lot on the west section are rather unique to this park.

A playground and t-ball field are located on the north section. A tennis
court and a basketball pad are located on the west section in addition
to the gravel area. A younger age playground and a K level soccer

field are located on the southern section as well as a softball backstop.
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